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Dear Sir
I have attached a response by Jeff Draper to the Written Representation by Matt Hodges
regarding Mr Draper's Oral Representation at the Hearing at Wyre Civic Centre.
Yours sincerely
Edward Greenwood 



Matt Hodges Comment on my Oral Representations at the Open Floor Hearing on 9 April 2019 

I am also a cyclist and a walker and it is not necessary to stop traffic on all the roads at a junction on 

for the occasional person to cross the road. Pedestrian crossing traffic lights at busy junctions can be 

activated as and when required without imposing unnecessary delays on motorists 24/7. 

I have copied below Highways England’s view on the failed £317m scheme for using traffic lights. 

 

David Wild was Highways England’s adviser for the earlier plan to improve the A585 to Fleetwood 

and was involved with the bypass. In designing the bypass junctions the disruptive effect of traffic 

lights in above mentioned report by Highways England has not been taken into account. 



The negative effect of traffic lights can be seen by comparing traffic movements at Shard Road and 

Skippool Junctions. At Skippool Island traffic flows freely onto Amounderness Way if it is relatively 

clear. On the other hand traffic in the opposite direction is grid-locked from Shard Road Junction 

back to Norcross due to the traffic lights. 

A flood barrier would prevent flooding on both sides of the River Wyre including areas as far from 

the river as Pilling and it would take traffic off the busy A585 when a road across Pilling sands is built. 

From this point it is only a short distance to the M6 at Hampson Green.  Can it be that as Matt 

Hodges lives in Scorton the congestion on the A585 is not a problem to him? 

With modern techniques applied by the Dutch Engineers a Road across Pilling Sands would not entail 

the complication of building the bypass. It would cost less than the bypass and prevent flooding. 

The journey time from Broughton on the M6 and along a suitable highway would be quicker than 

using the M55 and the A585 to reach the coast. 

A tidal range power plant in the Flood Barrier across the River Wyre would generate enough reliable 

green energy to power electric cars for a billion miles per year. Far from contributing to global 

warming; the scheme would have the reverse effect. In addition it would prevent flooding, take 

traffic off the A585 to the coast where most of the commuters live; and be self-funding from sales of 

electricity. 

All that is needed is a little imagination and political will to improve the environment for future 

generations 

Jeff Draper 

Fleetwood Renewable Energy Enterprise 2007 
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